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Exhibition

In conjunction with the Conference, an exhibition

is being held of inlaid metal implements from the
“Ummai Bazaar” in Damascus (courtesy of Mr. Maurice
Moserri) and “Damascus-style” metal wear made

by Bezalel (courtesy of Mr. Shlomo Moussaieff)

In addition, there will be a display of Judaica

paintings, on the theme of the Keter Aram

Zoba, by artist Avraham Shemi-Shoham.

The exhibition is being organized by Dr. Irit Ziffer.

Film

During the Conference, the film "The Man Who was not Afraid of Peace",
about Eliyahu Sasson, will be screened. The film was produced

by the Israel Intelligence Heritage & Commemoration Center,

directed by Micha Shagrir, and edited by Nissim Moussak

Photographs:

® The Synagogue in Dura Europos, Syria,
c. 245 C.E. - general view (reconstruction).
Beth Hatefutsoth Permanent Exhibition.

e The family tree of the Sasson Ajami family, Aleppo, Syria.
Drawn by Yitzhak Sasson Ajami. Beth Hatefutsoth, Photo
Archive, Courtesy of Yitzhak Sasson Ajami.

® The Shammai siblings: Gamliel (Jamil) on the right, Yosef in the middle,
and Hannah on the left — Damascus, Syria, 1905. Beth Hatefutsoth,
Photo Archive. Courtesy of Celia Marlon Attias, Ramat Gan

e Hacham Bashi (Chief Rabbi) of Damascus, Rabbi Moshe Yitzhak Abulafia.
From: David Sutton, Aleppo - City of Scholars, Brooklyn, 2005, p. §9.

e Rabbi Yaakov Shaul Dweik Hacohen with the rabbis of Aleppo. J. Segall,
Travels through Northern Syria, London, 1910, p. 102.



Prof. Jane Gerber, New York University
Prof. Reeva Simon, Yeshiva University
Syrian Jews and Syrian Christians in New York:
Communal Survival in Comparative Perspective

Dr. Margalit Bejarano, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Economics and Community — Syrian Jews in Latin America

Prof. Yitzchak Kerem, Aristotle University
Syrian Jewish Settlement in Colombia and Panama

Prof. Liz Hamui Sutton, National University of Mexico
Recent Religious Movements among the Mexican
Halebim Jews: Three Case Studies

Artistic Program
Milk and Honey >
a‘ Tuesday, 20:00, 12 Sivan 5767 (29 May 2007) Q
. Wohl Auditorium .
Greetings:

Mr. Moshe Cohen Chairman,

World Center for the Heritage of Aleppo Jewry
Mr. Yehoshua Kalash

Chairman, Association of Jews from Damascus

———
The Dahan Center Sephardic Orchestra
Conductor Dr. Avi Eilam Amzallag

"Tiferet Hamizrach" Cantorial Choir

C)
@f Cantor Yehiel Nahari




14:00-15:30

15:30-16:30

16:30-17:00

17:00-19:00

Session K: Syrian Jewry in Literature
Chair: Mr. Moshe Zaafrani, Ministry of Education and Culture
Guest of Honor: Amnon Shamosh, writer

Artistic Introduction:
Ms. Shosha Goren, actress
Characters from the Community

Dr. Aviva Argov, Bar-Ilan University
Damascus Jewry as seen through Burla’s Literary Work

Dr. Zvia Meir, Orot Yisrael College
The Character of the Woman of Aleppo in
Amnon Shamosh’s Stories

Ms. Gina Ganiel, Bar-Ilan University
“Do you know from where I have taken my songs?”:
A study of the sources of Amnon Shamosh’s works

Session L: Syrian Jewry in Literature (Part II)

Musical Interlude:
Vocal Group — Music Class, Ben-Zvi High School, Kiryat Ono
Piyyutim from the Syrian Jewish Tradition

Rabbi Haim Sabato, Yeshivat Birkat Moshe, writer
The Aleppo Rabbi — A Literary Perspective

Mr. Nissim Dayan, screenwriter and director
Research, Reconstruction and Production of the Series
“Michel Ezra Safra and Sons”

Amnon Shamosh, writer
East and West in my Writings

Break

Session M: The Syrian Jewish Diaspora
Chair: Dr. Daniel Hayek, Secretary-General,
World Sephardi Federation

Mr. Daniel Florentin, Tel Aviv University
The Jewish Immigrants from Syria in New York at the
Dawn of the 20th Century
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SUOL1SSIS

Session I:

Session J:

Prof. David Cassutto, College of Judea and Samaria, Ariel
Synagogue Architecture in Syria

Dr. Meir Raffeld, Bar-Ilan University
Liturgical Studies to Determine the Order of Prayers
in Aleppo

Ms. Shoshi Banit, Bar-Ilan University
The Syrian-Jewish Kitchen as an Expression of
Cultural Diversity

Literature and History
Chair: Prof. Moshe Gat, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Prof. Yitzhak Avishur, Haifa University
Popular Literature among Syrian Jewry

Prof. Yosef Yahalom, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Aleppo Jewry as seen by Spanish Writers

Ms. Reut Levitan Shrem, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Dawn’s Light, Candlelight, O Precious Light — The
Aleppo Community in the Writings of Yehuda Alharizi

Mr. Dotan Arad, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
On the History of the Musta’arib Jews in Damascus in the
16th Century

Memory and Identity — In Memory of Prof. Walter Zenner
Chair: Prof. Zvi Zohar, Bar-Ilan University

Prof. Mark Kligman, Hebrew Union College, New York
Aleppo, Syrian Cantors in Brooklyn:
Descendants of Immigrants Still Sing

Ms. Sarina Roffé, Touro College
An Analysis of the Takana against Marriage to Converts in
the Syrian and Near Eastern Communities of Brooklyn

Ms. Paulette Kershenovich-Schuster, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Keeping the Home Fires Burning: The Role of Syrian-
Jewish Women in Preserving Communal Identity

Dr. Yosef Ofer, Bar-Ilan University
Mnemonic Marks in the Tradition of the Keter Aram Zoba

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break



Dr. Arieh Cohen, Haifa University
Syrian Jewry — Illegal Immigration and Aliyah

Dr. Menachem Nachum, Technion

The Kamechlie Jewish Community at the Flashpoint of the
Syrian Jezireh: Between Arab Nationalism and the

Zionist Movement

Mr. Micha Shagrir, director and journalist
Visual Testimony of the Rescue of the Last Syrian Jews

Ms. Yael Shinan-Zur, Bar-Ilan University
Women in Zionist Activity in Damascus, 1920-1945

m Tuesday, 12 Sivan 5767, 29 May 2007
09:00-10:00  Reception and light refreshments

10:00-11:30  Session G: Piyyut and Music

11:30-13:00

Session H:

Chair: Prof. Eytan Avitzur, Bar-Ilan University

Prof. Shulamit Elizur, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Liturgical Poems in the Mahzor of Aleppo

Dr. Kumiko Yayama Bar-Yosef
Socio-Musical Interaction in the Singing of Piyyutim of the
“Aleppan-Jerusalemite” Tradition

Prof. Amnon Shiloah, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Followers of the Israel Najjara Method of Composition:
A Damascus Cantor’s Notebook

Dr. Essica Marks, Hebrew University of Jerusalem and

Zefat Academic College

The Influence of the Musical Tradition of the Aleppo Jewish
Community on the Liturgy of the Style known today as
“Jerusalem-Sepharad”

Parallel Sessions

Art and Culture
Chair: Dr. Gabriel Alexander, Head of Jewish National Fund's
(KKL) Institute for the History of Zionism and Settlement

Ms. Rivka Potchebutzky, Bar-Ilan University
The Jews of Eastern Syria as seen by the Society that Built
the Dura Europos Synagogue in the 3rd Century
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16:30-18:00

Session D:

Session E:

18:00-18:30

18:30-20:30

Parallel Sessions

Halacha and Halachic Decisions
Chair: Rabbi Yehiel Wasserman, Director, Center for Religious
Services to the Diaspora, World Zionist Organization

Prof. Rabbi Neria Guttel, Orot College
The Halachic Status of Syria in Contemporary Times:
Textual Sources vs. Political Considerations

Dr. Leah Makovetzky, College of Judea and Samaria, Ariel
The Responsa Beit Dino Shel Shmuel as a Historical Source
for Syrian Jewry in the First Half of the 18th Century

Mr. David Shasha, Sephardic Heritage Center, Brooklyn
Multiple Images of Syrian Jews in Brooklyn:
Sephardi Typologies in an Age of Erosion

Prof. Zvi Zohar, Bar-Ilan University
A Traditional Rabbi in a New Land: Rabbi Shaul Matlub Abadi

The Jews in the Political Labyrinth

Chair: Prof. Michael M. Laskier, Bar-Ilan University
Prof. Eyal Zisser, Tel Aviv University

Syria’s Jewish Community under the Assad Regime

Dr. David Silvera, Ben Gurion University of the Negev
The Rescue of Syrian Jews: Facts and Propaganda

Dr. Shosh Shor, Kinneret College on the Sea of Galilee
The Relationship between Israel and Syria beyond the
Jewish Diaspora

Ms. Rahel Noy, Bar-Ilan University
Syrian Jewry in Syrian Academic Writings

Break

Session F: Zionism and Aliyah — In Memory of Moshe Sasson
Chair: Prof. Menashe Harel, recipient of the Israel Prize

Greetings:

Mr. Yitzhak Navon, fifth President of the State of Israel

Mr. Yehiel Leket, Co-Chairman, Keren Kayemet Le-Yisrael
Guest of Honor:

Mrs. Nadia Cohen, widow of Eli Cohen, “Our Man in Damascus”



14:30-16:00

Session B:

1211 7l

Session C:

SUO0OLSSIS

16:00-16:30

Parallel Sessions

History and Genealogy
Chair: Dr. Shlomi Antebi, Dahan Center

Prof. Yaron Zur, Tel Aviv University

The Circumstances Surrounding the Downfall of
Haim Farhi, Banker (1819): The Ottoman Imperial
Connection

Dr. Elioz Antebi-Hefer, Emek Yezreel College and the Technion
The Antebi Family and its Descendants — Genealogical
Research Combining Family Traditions and Historical
Records

Mr. Moshe Ovadya, Bar-Ilan University

Abraham Elmaliah (1875-1967): His Public Activity
in Syria and his Contribution to Jewish Community
Historiography in Syria

Mr. Tomer Levi, Brandeis University
The Safras: Traditional Merchants or Cosmopolitan
Bankers?

Interpretation and Philosophy
Chair: Dr. Yitzhak Yitzhaki, Ministry of Education
and Culture

Prof. Amos Frisch, Bar-Ilan University
The Exegesis of R. Shmuel Laniado on the Early Prophets

Prof. Shaul Regev, Bar-Ilan University
Rabbi Yoshiahu Pinto’s Philosophy and Sermons

Prof. Hananel Mack, Bar-Ilan University
R. Shmuel ben R. Nissim Masnut — Biography and
Literary Work

Prof. Joseph Dana, Zefat Academic College
Rav Yosef Dana: One of the Last Popular
Religious Preachers in Damascus

Break



Conference Program

"R Monday, 11 Sivan 5767, 28 May 2007
09:00-10:00  Registration and light refreshments

10:00-12:00  Opening Session
Chair: Dr. Shimon Ohayon, Director, Dahan Center

Greetings:

Prof. Moshe Kaveh, President of Bar-Ilan University
The Rishon Lezion, Harav Shlomo Moshe Amar shlita,
Chief Rabbi of Israel

Prof. Moshe Orfali, Dean, Faculty of Jewish Studies
Rabbi Yitzhak Cohen, Minister of Religious Affairs
MK Yisrael Hason

Mr. Gad Deyi, Deputy Chairman, Histadrut Hamorim

Opening Lecture:
Dr. Yaron Harel, Bar-Ilan University
Syrian Jewry: Damascus and Aleppo

12:00-13:45 Session A: External and Internal Relations
Chair: Prof. Noam Stillman, University of Oklahoma

Prof. Yom Tov Assis, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Aleppo and its Offshoots: Religious and Cultural Ties
over Time

Prof. Minna Rozen, Haifa University
Between Aleppo and London: The British Levant Company
and the “Jewish Connection”

Dr. Avraham David, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Ties between Syrian Jews and the Last Negidim in the
Mameluke Period

Mr. Yaron Ayalon, Princeton University
Individualistic or Caring? The Jewish Communities of
Damascus and Aleppo in the 17th and 18th Centuries

13:45-14:30  Lunch Break



Conference Academic Committee:
Dr. Yaron Harel (Chair)

Prof. Yom Tov Assis

Prof. Moshe Gat

Prof. Shaul Regev

Dr. Shimon Ohayon

Organizing Committee:

Mr. Moshe Zaafrani, Ministry of Education and Culture

Dr. Yitzhak Yitzhaki, Ministry of Education and Culture

Mr. Menahem Yedid, World Center for the Heritage of Aleppo Jewry
Mr. Moshe Cohen, World Center for the Heritage of Aleppo Jewry
Mr. Ezra Kassin, World Center for the Heritage of Aleppo Jewry
Mr. Yehoshua Kalash, Association of Jews from Damascus
Mr. Eliahu Hasson, Association of Jews from Damascus

Mr. Moshe Shemer, Association of Jews from Damascus

Mr. Shlomo Yishai, Histadrut Hamorim,

State Religious Teachers Division

Mr. Yitzhak Dahan, Center for Religious Services to the Diaspora,
World Zionist Organization

Organization:
Ms. Ora Kobelkowsky
Ms. Maya Finkelstein

For information and registration:
The Dahan Center, Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan 52900
Tel: 03-5317959 Fax: 03-5342621
E-mail: dahan.center@mail.biu.ac.il



Bar-Ilan University
Faculty of Jewish Studies
The Aharon and Rachel Dahan Center for Culture,
Society and Education in the Sephardic Heritage
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Monday and Tuesday,
11-12 Sivan 5767 (28-29 May 2007)
Mintz Auditorium, Bar-Ilan University




